CHAPTER VI!
M.   STOLYPINE AND THE  CADETS
THE Emperor's decision, not only to dissolve the
Doumaj but at the same time to put M. Stoly-
pine at the head of the Government in place of M.
GoremyHne, was a veritable coup de tbi&tre that no
one had expected, and least of all M. Goremytine
himself. It sprang from the personal initiative of
Nicholas ILy who hoped by that means to extenuate
the bad impression that the dismissal of the assembly
was liable to create throughout the country. In reality,
however, it met the fate of all half-measures; that is
to sayy it failed to satisfy anybody. The parties of the
Opposition, without excepting the Moderate Liberals^
regarded it as the preface to a complete abrogation of
the charter of 1905, while the reactionaries were in-
dignant at the slight of which M* Goremykiae was the
victim and at the appointment of a man whom they
considered to be tainted with Liberalism.
As for M. Stolypine5 he was entirely taken by surprise*
He had worked with me in the utmost sincerity toward
preparing a way for the formation of a coalition Cabinet,
in which he was ready to take a secondary pkce
the direction of a person enjoying the confidence of the
Douma, but he did not consider himself as
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